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he old institution is tumbling headlong into a
dark hole. Any bishop or experienced parish
priest who thinks the situation will repair itself and
we will all return to normal, that the repercussions of
clerical sexual abuse and of the protection of
offenders have not penetrated deeply into the fabric
of their institution, is living in clowdickoo land.
(Quoted from
Chris Geraghty:
On behalf of vistinvivors:

woul d be har d t o

Changes such as the above and similar

dequality creatingo

adyv:
our institutional Church that prefers to simply

resist change rather than dialogue with reasoned

argument.While other Christian faiths (apart

from Sydney Anglicans) have had ordained
women priests for many years, the Catholic

Church
Chri st

continues t o

and O6boys cl

ub o
the church has to own this worldwide scanmdany Catholics are leaving in frustration. In

me
(

addition to the scandal of sexual abuse, it is

r e dbtidus tha® Butdatséd riw8ld, Fddet skriptre W

t
I summary of the current situation in the C&thO”Qeadings’ reactionary pontifications, and the

Church. Certainly the closure of the churchegnjustified exclusion of women from the
during the pandemic has provided the time and ﬂ'm'iesthood now present the image of an

perfect opportunity for all to reflect on what isorganisation that is difficult to identify with.

important in life. Having been a dutiful Catholic all my Wwill the Church repair itself sufficiently? |
life, perhaps | should be feeling that something wasa n g

mi ssing now. But I

to the ABCO6s Radi

wasnot . |t
enjoy a lien on Sunday mornings followed by listening
0 Thearear on a | 9.

onto hope. But

wa s

15am progrfmff’r

that Made mehere Australian heroes (our modern

saints) talk briefly about their achieveméntisese
people are awaspiring and inspirational in ways tha
few biblical readings or homilies nowadays can matg
Which brings me tWillI@dhr
back to Magsee page3). Does he reflect the feelings
of many ARC members? Will others follow higilead

or have they already done so? We are told that only

10% of Catholics are still attending Sunday Mass
would be helpful to hear if some of the 90% could t¢
us what brought about their exodus.

The sad news that Susan Ryan is no longer with uSEric Hodgens: Grieving for the Lost Parish.- an institution on

is a reminder of herproudest parliamentary

achievement: the Sex Discrimination Act of 1984. This Eugene Stockton: The Role of the Priest .. 11

declared illegal all discrimination basedgemder,
marital status or pregnancy. She later sponsored
Affirmative  Action (Equal Opportunities in
Employment) Act. Because of Susan Ryan, we n
have women working successfully in trades
professions previously reserved for men. What co

be more just (or more Christian)? Yet our Church

sought and (presumably) were given exemption.

—
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Letters to the Editor

I ove j ust read Drew We tare ones agaia mspired and stinwlated byh
Readings and his thoughts on the homily. Ma Sept e AR@G/oideYour article on the

years ago | was a member of a parish wheredlR®?alesenced especially r
assistant priest never failed to give a homily tban intuitive searching around Eucharist, but
woul d have met al | o f withautethe @epth af schdiaeshipi yau. havé to share e

him how much | always looked forward to what here.
had to say. He replied that he had a very goodrhanks so much John to you and Margaret and
teacher who told him, adllf whoou pdoonddutc es tsruickhe ao iw
first two minutes quitl dokiimg!©®orward to readi
Oh that more of our clergy had experienced tell.
same teacher. Warm wishes and blessings.
Noelene Uren Trish and Vin Hindmarsh

Demythologising the Christmas Message
John Buggy

(Dei Verbuniy, to my mind, perhaps theorigin of such an important, yet humble, person.

least appreciated document of Vatican 1. Mark and Paul, the earliest writers, make no
emphasises that the Bible teaches religious ti@ Nt i on of Jesusd early
rather than literal or historical truth. It points od€aching as an adult. Matthew and Luke fill it in with
that, although inspired, not all scripture is revelatffounts that do not match up. Open each of them
and to interpret it accurately we need to take iifeby-side and have a look at the significant
account the culture of the writers, their purpogéfferences. Amongst a range of variances, each has

and the literary forms that they used. a different reason for Joseph and Mary being in
Bethlehemd Matthew because of prophecy, Luke

The New Testament writers did not attempt ecause of the census. Matthew describes them as
wanted to illustrate that the events of his lifewergin s j t of the Magi. Luked
continuity with sacred history. These events Wg{g manger, with no mention of Magi and fleeing to
continually shown in relation to the Old Testameggynt, etc. There is no point in trying to reconcile

by the writers of the New. The writers used thgem since the recording of history is not their
literary forms of their time: Jewish Midrash, @ypose.

method of storytelling that often exaggerates or

entirely invents narratives to teach a lesson OIJ\/Iatthew s writing for Jews using a_I_engthy
illustrate a deeper truth; the Pesher, which Sh&ﬁgealogy (that of Joseph) to show the legitimacy of
’ | us through the Jewish tradition. We might find

the events of the present as a fulfilment of pﬂq&s _ _ q d that J hi
prophecies; the Apocalypse, which shows event Ij;curious since we understand that Joseph is not

pree xi sting in Godds pI‘]aﬁr§.u i\%hﬁa falapgr l'_t _h’%%_dea_pro‘?d%lt'
particularly significant at Christmas time? st  Seeking elr trge religious identity - an
fulfilment but Matthew introduces the thought that
The accounts of the birth and infancy of Jeswsw they can embrace someone who draws in
are attempts through Midrash and Pesher ftoeigners as well. The Pesher literary form features
interpret the impact of the adult Jesus. There wasrangly in the first chapters of Matthew.

T he Dogmatic Constitution on RevelatioR€€d in that culture to include something about the
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Luke is speaking to the Gradétaman world, The frustration for me at Christmas is that so
the gentile converts. mahefeaturesaot thesliturdicalsceleb@tiongseemeam |
back to Adam, t he O f anmisk the nfark. dtfe catolb give jby dorpaople singing ¢
rather than to Abraham, the father of the Jewish hem Dbu't the words conf
people. He presents Jesus as a teacher (Witor ev er mor e because of
reference to John the Baptist) who as teacher hagplies to the resurrection. Some other carols come
mixed up the social strata (woman atthe well, et€)r om tradi ti ons unrel ate
Hence, through the Midrash literary form we havely mind of the white Mary in immaculate clothes
shepher ds, t he | ower cahdaregace reit with radheavily pregnant,- barkr t
room in the innd bec aukimmedtwbneap dealinge witm ant ordiodry birth in s
the swaddling clothes and manger (usually madepobbably primitive conditions. Why cloak her in an
stone) link to the binding cloths and stone tomhlmage that says that any sexual contact would render
Luke will bring into his gospel later. her unfit to be the mother of Jesus. There are many
rzf\ncient accounts of important people being born to
girgins, but why do we not accept that in this
Instance it is probably just inaccurate translation?

We do not even know if Jesus was born i
Bethlehem. Many scholars think that it is mor
likely that he was born in Nazareth where th
family lived. But archaeology and other research Matthew and Luke are writing for adults. Do we
gradually allows us to know more about the culturaiss the richness of the message by having our
of the people of Gal i liteges mostly camplstelys dbomirateds by rhavingn e
An acceptance of this enables us to concentrate ohildren act out nativity plays that emphasize a
the real messages that the Gospel writers dieral interpretation? Yes, engage the children, but
attempting to convey. Both Matthew and Lukesurely, we can reflect and gain much more from
want to cement Jesus in history, not write historywhat Matthew and Luke are writing. Do we largely
They are looking backwards in order to take thegjo away and allow the occasion to be somewhat re
readers forward. The lengthy genealogies and tmgthologised into a holiday period of eating and
needing to deal with the census anchors Jesusdinking?
the real world of the writers who are Jewish and to The religious truth conveyed by the two

ensure that their various followers are aware 8(/angelists is very clear when we understand the

that. purpose in their two approaches:

_The truth of_the scrlptures IS contal_ned m_thelg Jesus completes a picture for their readers:
religious meaning that is wrapped up in the literary
forms used by a particular culture. Would wé The message of Jesus that will follow in their
criticise a piece of modern poetry (one of our 9OSPelsis universal;
literary forms) of being untrue because the scenesit The foreigners who discover and embrace the
may be describing is not literally accurate? Would child Jesus cut across religious and social barriers
we accuse the poet of not telling the truth? And and this can bring peace in the world that their
what about the child who comes in enthusiastically readers are experiencing.
from school with an exaggerated account of a tha onus goes back onto us, the adults,

sporting victory? Is a lie being told even if th%specially if we are passively watching the nativity

trophy is in his hand? play. What do | do that helps to promote peace, at
When | wuse the word dedstjnsyarohnd me @ create a gn@e just andegual

the attempt to deal with our understanding of whagociety? How do | welcome or relate to those not

a story means for us and its underlying truth. Mytike me, the Muslim, the refugee, and those who

is a very important form of storytelling. We tend t&¢annot get into the inn?

mi sunder stand it because we dondt use it i no

western culture. John Buggy is the spokesperson for

Australian Reforming Catholics
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VVI” | 90 baCk to Mass? For the last nine years now, | have gone to Mass

) ) ) each week and not said an audible word, apart from
Chris Sidoti the Our Father, which, though archaic, has not been
subjected to a new bad translation. | mumble the

wor ds of t he 1973 versi:

Now that the lockdown has eased and public under my breath. | canéi
worship is resuming, a prominent Catholicin Australia  \wor d of t he &Vox Cl ar ag
wonders if it's really worth going back to church great ©OAmend at the end

that affirms all the awful language that has gone

I or almost 70 years | went to Mass virtualgefore it.

every Sunday. The only times | can | have not experienced the Eucharist as the
remember when | d i duminit andvseurce of @lristian lifé. EaglaSunday |
in a conservative Islamic country where church@s angrier and more alienated at the end of the
were either noeexistent or very hard to find. Mass than | was at the beginning. Is this what | go

All that changed in March, when the COVIDto Mass for? Do | want to go back to this? Can | go
19 lockdown closed ch®acklhes in Sydney. | have
been inside a church since then. Now they areOne question leads to another.
open again and the number allowed to attend
makes returning possible. So, after more than

seven months, | am confronted with the questiofSrisis of ordained male leadership o _
Will I go back to Mass? he institutional Roman Church is like a failed

The first thing | need to say is that my absenc state, hollowed out from within and imploding
seems to have made no difference to G?Edﬁ itself. The sexual abuse crisis has been revealed

whatsoever. God is neither happier nor sadder tC%ébeesv:daes(;)rgag,vazfe(l:él\r)g el\t/egecogn;[r); atnhde er\r/‘%rg
I havenot been there. tﬁolic ac%akaée?ié’t\%(/:l gf%{.h% eCatPToIPc%C%urcklu is h
been going for years and years for my own sakd iy . - -
~ pedophiliaThe sins of commission and omission can no
not for Godo&s. ,
longer be described as the work of a few bad apples.

The second question, therefore, is what hgfe institutional church is a pedophilic institution.

o .
been the effect on me of going? | firmly believe Then there is the crisis of leadership. The most

that | need to worship God as part of Hefining quality of the episcopacy is mediocrity, at
worshipping community. The problem is that th g quality P pacy 1S y, al
east i n Australia. | t 0s

experience of worshipping in community is so bag()untry who is capable of leading. What most of

them say and do is totally irrelevant even to most

That abominable English translation of the Roman  Catholics. The thought of them evangelizing the
Missal world is laughable. Most diocesan priests in

he o6celebrationd of Augiralig sare jmen tetally eut of theps |deptht |

rarely celebratory. expactgdsto lgas dwp orf three payigpesione, s i |
2011. Thatoés when t heunequipped and Wnsuppafied &nddheyzseem togy
English translationf the Roman Missal, a terribleffightened to empower their parish laity to take over
translatioc ar ri ed out Chdmmi b sthegag@rsibitty. a r a

and its chairman, Cardinal George Pell. I remember when the new translation of the
This translation is an abomination before Go#issal was introduced and every priest | knew
It was supposed to be a close translation of tRex pr essed di sgust at it.

Latin original. But it is not. In some places it omit§is priesstarved diocese, what can your mediocre
words that are in the Latin. In other places, itaddss shop do to you? Sack vy
words. It was supposed to be more elegant. But itThey all hated the horrible translation, but none

is not. All those interminable sentences withoutas prepared to refuse to use it. Sad men struggling
ever seeing a full stop! It is also riddled with heregy.sustain a sad institution. The crisis in ordained
For example, there is the frequent prayer that Weadership is not a crisis of quantity, but a crisis of
may merit salvation. quality.


https://international.la-croix.com/news/religion/english-is-not-latin/6885

ARCVoice—No. 79—December 2020 5

The refusal to entrust women with real Church None of these is a new issue. All of them have

leadership been issues for decades. But the context for me has
hen thereds the mis ocyg? eg._BecheolEpethpgr\lg (I:t Vf'hﬁtr.'el went ﬁok
male priests can induce a change of he oS Every week, the default “posilion was 1o

towards women on the part of the male Ieadersra F‘.“r.‘“e going. Stopping would have required a
If clear sef nt er est wonot p A ':%i:? eté) gtop gr}q éhﬁr% WEre many 1&qpons not

what will? _
Now, having not gone to Mass for seven

Women constitute well over half the remainin . :
rgqonths, the default position is to continue not

churchgoing population. Without doubt, there agﬁ'@g Now. | have to make a decision to return if |
extraordinary leaders among them who could ge 10 go back. And a decision t0 go back to Mass

out of the mess our male leaders have put us in. . v a decision 1o affi dt ft
they are not permitted to do so. A failed instituti p Necessarily a decision 1o affirm and to assent 1o

is one that resolutely refuses to grasp the w gg)ngriﬂg to ‘Z. Ch.i”Ch _that IS chgracteri%[gd by
forward that God gives it. pedophilia, mediocrity, misogyny and corruption.

Then thereds the corr uV\g"tI qog%lf to Maﬁs’éCar&Irg%bélq}(Eotl\/las%?f
0

total absence of transparency and accountabilityt, dondt know.
There are no clear procedures for deemking,
no due process or natural jusBicand, of course, CHRIS SIDOTI is a lawyer and international human rights

no financial responsibility. Even as the Bishop @fisultant. He served as Australia’s Human Rights Commissioner
Rome struggles to pry open the hidden financesaof is a former member of now dismantled Catholic Commission
the Vatican, diocesan and parish finances in the for Justice and Peace.

Australian church remain opaque and secret.

—

FATHER, ... ~ SORRY Your :
BRING IN THE g Hol]NESS, '>
VOX CLARA Y T\ WHAT IS HER _ |
FILE %EASE ... ) = 3" NANE AGAIN

? i
e

»
V.5 *
71l

hose in position of power and influence chose

Endem|C Secrecy in the I to abide by the mainly unspoken rule that

scandal had to be avoided and the truth not
1 revealed. When it came to the Catholic Church this
CathO“CChurCh overt hypocrisy has underr
and fuelled the increasing cynicism that now confronts
its leaders.

For those of us who have worked within the
hroughout the child sexual abuse Royal Commission  institution and remain loyal to its faith community,
the inquirers regularly asked why institutions notonly  [iving with the culture of secrecy is not new. In many
tolerated child abusers but actively concealed their \yays jt has been ingrained into the clerical/lay divide.
i(;rlsryﬁii.onssecrecy was endemic in the culture of these From the sacrament o f reco
' advisory committees, there has been an aura of secrecy
that somehow has been deemed acceptable as part and
parcel of Catholic culture. The assumption was that
clerics knew best and would always work in our best

Francis Sullivan
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interests. Secrecy was too easily confused ®&hon law or is it ideology? Is it inertia or has it
confidentiality, as was concealment with pruderit&¢ ver been realistically
That is why the Catholic community itself has beeg@cause none is saying. None i n 0Ot he
complicit in perpetuating an opaque culture, whétat is. And that is the issue. The Church is adept at
calls for accountability and transparency have bednayi ng Ooinsi dersd and 0
marginalised by those obsessed with control dig laity are brought into the fold when it suits.
0i ssues management 0. And, with it, compliance and orthodoxy go hand in

Frankly it comes as no surprise to find the saffhd. The culture expects it and the leaders insist
secret approach being adopted for the Plenﬁﬂ/it' mainly because the leaders are likewise bound
Council. Take for example the recent concern abpyf t( he same obligations
the preparation of the official strategic workifgeelogically and organisationally. Despite what is

documentor the Plenary Counditstrumentuaoris ~ Sid, when push comes to shove, all eyes turn to

The fact that its contents remain secret rai R%me when serious decisions concerning Church
5% are on the table. Canon Law effectively is the

qgﬁztifé}s gf (—:-t:]u?jti.algaﬂe’t?h?/vLaltilsg xglsjltgd&:n late of what can or cannot be permitted. The
9 y op gue: y ct that the laity, like most clerics, have not been

Egnmt:ﬁhrﬂ?c?nqﬁgtsmi)rﬁt t;? ssor;i(’jcljraer?t V\;ﬁgttizem(ézmoc'(ﬁucated in the canons, leaves the situation open to
ity P arity th Ubtle manipulations. Yet it could be so different.
underpin the Plenary Council? Is it because

e .
Plenary organisers donolherg¢flealy wasqea tigie when,theglay Church
not placing on the table all the issues raised du all this on the chin. It was the way things
the consultations? Does the document reveal Y€ Internal Church processes, to the degree that
drafting of recommendatiotigt in tum demonstrate at"€Y Were known, were trusted by the laity as being
nuanced, lesevenhanded interpretation of thel the best interests of the Church. But the days of

issues? Again, how will we know? One thing Rlind trust are over. The outgoing of secrecy and

sure, we will be left in the dark over the Chang%\égchiavellianism have put paid to that. Yet the

made by the Vatican to the document befordf £ @der s appear to have 0
public version is circulated. Is this to protect the€ €0 9ni sing the mood of

image of the Vatican, and in turn that of the HJRF992ars belief that claims of a lack of accountability
Father? ’ and transparency can still be levelled at the

For bishops and those who aspire to high%rh urchos processes after

clerical posts the Plenary Council poses a cocktal (?%f]al Commission. Even more confounding is that
P y ~ou P e of those with the influence to insist on

) : S
challenges. Some see It as the_ last Sh.Ot N _the Ioc((?:(g {untable and transparent measures are them
to generate enthusiasm for an increasingly wrelevgpf

2 es standing idle or remaining mute as
institution. Others shy from the prospect th isenchantment in the lay community festers.

traditional church teachings may be publicly =~ ) _ e
challenged. Still others are simply-plaased as to Action trumps rhetoric. There is still time to

how to negotiate the dsigys thesiuaton and afleastdepasq,q pregis of |
evolving ouspoken laity. No wonder the default i§'StrumentuaborisThe time is ripe to announce a

to control any aspect of the process that canon |3 Woman as edhair of the Plenary proceedings.
enables. And, given the del ayed ¢

. can still be organised to interface with the Plenar
From the outset the restraints of canon law d y

the prospects of a democratic and re resenta%f\]?unCiI so that a more comprehensive and
Prosp P wg:gusive assembly can enliven what otherwise

e " 3 bgors 10 pe g cgrprginep ond, epgiveg
canon%al cﬁatter. 9

Plenary, through to who could chair the

proceedings, canon law set the rules. Consultation

and participation of the laity have been encouraged,

though novel i deas | iFRANCISJQHN SgL5I\ARs ptepchergdginistrater, gpdy g r e <
alongside the formal Plenary have not. Even tlpgder in health care organisations, who was CEO of the Catholic
appointment of a lay woman aschair of the Church in Australia’s Truth, Justice and Healing Council. Article

Plenary seems to be a bridge too far. Why? Is it published in Pearis & Irritations, 13.8.20
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I and dirty because it has been out on the streets,
Recovermg rather than a church which is unhealthy from being
¢ y confined and from clingi
the True ChurCh Francis is a revolutionary, as the encythcalato
) S (2015) demonstrates. Much more important than
Paul Collins his repudiation of much of the politics, economics,

technology, capitalist theory and denialist rhetoric of

the postmodern world, is the theological,
here is increasing frustration regarding thigilosophical and ethical revolution that he points
20212022 Plenary Council amorgustralian towards in the encyclical.

Catholics committed to renewal. Hedged in t he i ght o f Jesus

by the constraints of canon law and the need Qlstralian Catholics need to leave the bishops to
Vatican approval, no action on its decisions cansbg |, y their de afdtoddapMiaen y

expected before 2024. This probably suits the l@ngds of Louis XIVi L&g | i s e el 56ens t 1
majority of bishops who show little or n hurch! A smal | ”ml norit

:anthu|5|a§1m for the Planary .tlrt] also prglmlsets tg & the rest have rendered themselves irrelevant by
argely 1Fouse exercise with, according 1o Fetgh;, inability tP artlculate a coh ren s |r|tual and
Wil kinsonds calculatlof&tﬁ so(hge e“ g/aré'
|l e 60calledd to att P OE‘p e
peop aisd 0|n8 Bt be ery p?egc idd V\ﬁtﬁnﬁh n8|a}1

church. problems resulting from abuse -pats and civil
Australian Cathol i ci sases camaindtt thema While uve t drel thigkih@ 4

act, not least because already 90% or more-of aetfountability transparency, responsigjevernance,
identified Catholics have abandoned faith practibe.rights of the baptized, they are trapped in their
We have lost our ability to speak meaningfullyogfn absolutism, leaving us no option but to begin
Jesus, the Gospel and the genuine Catholic traditmive out our baptismal commitment to live and
The church is publicly identified as an abusipeach the gospel, to evangelize. Endless
secretive institution obsessed with sex and gemégotiation with bishops over internal issues like
issues, closely linked to our culpable failuregtivernance does nothing for evangelization in
protect vulnerable children in our communities. contemporary culture, but it does trap us in an

The result: Catholicism is largely ignored, eV hscopal game that is going nowhere. The real
despised by our culture and fellow C|t|zer9 allenge facing the renewal movement is to assume
Understandably, eady in the process, we thc)ughrlnlnlsterlal leadership and articulate a new vision.
that the Plenary was 0t Whkereao e find that evisianh The dirat twod
experience has taught whapgtherts t b&t @dshet rviatiidarty
that the only game a Clamen géntjusketchadnoutptheaNew iTestarhehte
game. But this game was invented by the hieraui$ipn of the church as a local community of the
who set the rules, pretty much umpired/refereedth@e opl e of God, drawn tog
process, decided who kicked a goal or scored agifted to minister as representatives of Christ in the
and retained the ri ghtwotidoBut theren gas at digeificante failuré taften f

suit them. Vatican I, especially during the Iong papacy of John
JesusdLwor ddhe dea@ukdu Pau I, {0 |récprporat§ \H]ﬁ‘t vi %n ' pastoral
ice, c urch structures an 3 Code of

9:60) have resonance here. He had just challen%a o Law

man to leave all and follow him, but the man sai@"®
that he had to bury hi sEvéndhodgleRopefFrancis dlearly fhvwwsuasmdre r
a paradoxical play on words, because the Helwemmunity based, synodal model of church, the
word for O6deadd can allsios mempsnd sgameé hish gl 1t h atp eir
irrelevant. His message is that if you follow him, yderical mindset under Vatican control. The
have to leave everything, especially the irreleudisjtinction between models means that Catholics
behindPer haps t hepiscopalgamesd ease céudhe laetivéen two different ecclesiologies, two
It Igderstandlngs of church that are incompatible,

precisely what Pope Francis proposes when he | g\%mg to the toxic disjunction that we live with all

us to |l eave behind the ®stiness of 6sacristy
prefer a church, 8 he s dtyssthe peomehaf Gdd modsl that mefiacts el ,

This is not as revolutionary as it sounds.
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New Test ament and eGybel Ghristiace Gommunity Gsked us ie & letter in
understanding. The notion of hierarchy is an impedarlyAu g u s t : 60ls the curren
from lateRoman administrative structures thattheur posed i n the 21st cen

church adopted in the fourth century, posthe spiritual needs of thinking adults today? Does it
Constantine (d.337AD). This waenéorced by the clearly express the mission of Jesus to contemporary
revival and application of Roman law tothe churshoci et y?8 These are the
in the latewelfth century. Neither of these importansweringurselyeather than referring back to the
have any resonance wi thishopd.e Bhae sACGCCR*® &allh $tateghenta brged t
kingdom of God. Catholics O6to act now in

The specific hierarchical model that we operglfethe Gospel, the vision of Vatican Il and the best

out of nowadays was borrowed from the theory éfgvlemuer?tssshou? df be eﬁ L;se(tj irn ?acltiolnsa tn b .IZ 0
the divine right of kings in the ksigteenth/early 9ag o bul

seventeenth centuries, which was the prevaiHﬁ church, nat patching superanr_luate_d, dea(_i
rp( rch structures. What am | saying in practice

secular model of governance at the fime. Th'Eere? What would these communities do in practical

again of Louis XIV. It received its definitive form i , - . 5
the ecclesiology of Jesuit theologian Rob grms in response to the crisis facing the church”

Bellarmine (d.1621) in hBisputatioregainst the  First, renewal groups would build themselves up
Protestants. According to Bellarmine, Chrigs communities through celebrating liturgy, prayer
intended that the church be a monarchy with Sand biblical reflection together. From that

Peter and successive popes as its monarchical ruleusndation, they go out to ministry. They are not

This is the church enshrined in the decreesdé)?qussmn’ or séielp groups. They exist to serve

Vatican Counci |l I (187W'V'nqoﬁ‘tw ihéhvbfaﬁé%_c a gr.r]hég
absolute fullness of L %”Yegﬁﬁog‘ oW%kraelg zg@zg taquerge
authority lies with him through inflated notions VYh ¢ asica é re B ers -t
papal infallibility. This ecclesiology has, at besd ¢ € tommon good.o0 ut i ;[:

tenuous relationship with the New Testament. God, what we once

Worship and ministry are intimately linked; you

Most contemporary Catholics operate out of tihkea n 6 t have one without t
Vatican Il model. They think of themselves alsese groups would be structured around the gifts of
baptized members of a church community @ach member.

pilgrimage, searching for God and transcendence iti'he challenge is to builp the church on the

and through the world and other people, andasis of the guarantees@dtin the Letter to the

committed to discipleship and ministry. A% esians: 5 Y ] n |
Christians they ar allonen ?ohr %r%r.azrine'dlt ? nc’[.l:\ﬁ arlladnedmbaror e
i n Qiherdtete®no | onger J et{#e K%ﬂgeho dt'lof%G%ogé k?u#tqurs)%ln tie:foaﬁgatioﬁ zfo

freeemal andobaul ighmzaveeadlde he apostles and prophets, with Christ himself as the
cornerstoned (2:29). As

Obi shop (Galatians &28p er sond

Contemporary Australian Catholics musttaket3@ d s househol d, the Spi
people of God model as the theological foundations o me wo ul d be apostl es
for their communities and ministries. This is notexangelists, some pastors and teachers, to equip the
divine right, hierarchical vision, but one of aints for the work of ministry for building up the
outwardlooking people journeying toward th# ody of Christd (4:11).
kingdom of God. This is an untidy, Horear

vision, one that is going to have to be built from the.These groups need to maintain strong contact

e . t h each ot her whi ch
bottom up by communities of believers. The e S
communities will pray and celebrate liturgy toget eFOUgh .ACC.:CR aNnd our sigrimg 1o the
coalitionds Cal | Statem

but are also outwatdoking, intimately involved in sed on ministrv to the community rather than
ministry. Their leadership would emerge organicg? ) y yI
eci al i nterest 6causes

from the community, as happened in the ea S :
church. Many contemporary Australian renew: nces that lead to conflict with other Catholics.

movements are strategically -pleited to begin to  In summary, Catholic renewal movements need
operate as these new communities; a couple of thenquestion their focus on Plenary processes and
are already well along the way to realizing this. Tferming church structures. | think the time has
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come when we have to contemplate another ga## baptized Catholics we are already equipped and
one grounded in the New Testament and the thOI’ized to form communities to minister, to
church and that was articulated in the first tvagtildup the church and to proclaim Christ to the
chapters of.umen gentiufinis is where we shouldworld, but we have lost our way in episcopal games
be refocusing our energy. Even if, in the unlikegnd forgotten our call to ministry.

event that playing thegybiogahstiRedlingly IkétRe RS WoHA d
them to give some ground, we would still Rgy; the early church faced and our primary ministry
operating out of a superannuated model that hasdig, enter into dialogue with that world, so that we
future. Given the crisis that the church faces, W&, -ommunicate the message of Jesus and bring

have little time for that. something of the richness of the Catholic tradition
Some fear that a more commubiged churcht o our cu l ture. Letds n
with an emphasis on the equality of all believer®is S hop s 0 game of mi nor

somehow 0 h er-waditionah IA¢ually Stdictunesy bt build new communities that are more
itds the recovery of atungdte thepsignsdf the tiraed and the needs of
back behind Vatican | and the divine rigtihe culture, withL a u d a taso the shiasis for
monarch/popes/bishops and the mediev&vangelization. That is the real challenge facing us.
application of legalisha s Saint Paul says, 6 We

have died to the law through the body of _ N o .
Christé (Romans 7: 4) . PAULCOLLINSGaforgerpragtisggCaffofc grest, aprifgr.a  h
church and the New Test alffigehapeniongnigigandgpipadeagerly o j g
static,® Pope Franci s * Ausgalgsia Coalitiodior Cetholic ChgchRefdry n a mi ¢ . I
guarantee of the future, not the custodian of

. . Most Catholics started formal schooling there. That
GI’IeVIng fOl' the LOSt is where you ritualised being a Catholic:ldnfp

personal and family friends were made. It had its

PanSh -dan |nSt|tUt|0n on social oddities such as not eating meat on Friday,

the practice of confession and regular Sunday Mass.

|tS knees Adherence was tribal.
. Postwar reconstruction for Catholics brought
Eric Hodgens new vitality to the parish. With population growth

came new parishes and schools. The baby boom
brought not only a large new generation of
me church groups are pressing for a postnembers but increased vitality and vision to the
Sandemic opening up; others, who havevh o | e of S o c ineheyy were 6aTl h e
Iready opened up, are sounding a lament@ash angi ngé. 6

they find it is not business as usual. There are signs,atican 11 was in tune with that change. The

of grieving for the parish an institution on its  fqyress church lowered its drawbridge and out
knees. streamed the People of God on a march towards
World War Il changed Western history. Theestablishing a new Kingdom of @od new world

postwar Catholic parish was an institutionabrder marked by identification with the hopes and
wonder. It took off with the baby boom, reachedoys, the griefs and anxieties of all, mutual respect,
its peak in the 1980s, started its decline in thiee discarding of bygone enmities, diminished
1990s and may well be mortally wounded by tl#ctarianism an improved life for everybody and a
COVID epidemic in the 2020s. fairer society.

The parish of my wartime infancy appeared Parishes implemented that new vision. The laity
timeless. It was an identifiable part of the widanoved into active mode. There were youth groups,
culture but, for Catholics, it was a mainstay of lifgenior citizens groups, social justice groups, parent
Baptisms, marriages and funerals happened theyeups, social groups sporting groups. And all had



10 ARCVoice—No. 79—December 2020

their formal coming together in the parish liturgy And now COVID lockdowns have hit. Large

which, while led by clergy, was no longer a clerfti@@s have not had a church gathering for months.

preserve, and was in a language all could embf4agre religious gatherings have been resumed, only
and understand a fraction of the former congregations seem to have

. . . come back. Social distancing results in
Lay action and leadership became a top policy,ij ; ¢ ¢ o gnisable liturgies
the renewed Churiihespecially with the youth.
The Young Christian Worker movement (YCW) . . ~
formed a whole generation to see, judge and acf @ Ppractical level, income has drofiped

Loads of young priests who were mentors of tmgr.ilouslfn and yvith no signs of rgversal. There is a
movement. critical level of income below which you cannot run

: : .. aparish.
The parish was a scene of action and vitality. P o , L )
: . The institutional parish as we knew it is on its
But an undertow was forming under thi

Rnees. Hence the grieving for lost glory days. Mind

enthusiasm. Paul VI went along with the awaken it is an institution that is being moufinadt
vision but was still a product of the Ancien Reg%%g central vision articulated by Vatican Il. The

of Christendom and a lifetime operative of i, rch as institution is in trouble but not the church
clerical bureaucracy. He feared that the n%}%"the People of God.

enthusiasm would get out of hand. So, he putonthe = " ) .
brakes. He raffirmed priestly celibacy and All institutions rise and fall. Visions endure and

condemned contraception. His technique gan find new institution vehicles. There are millions

moderating the exuberance was by appoint true.belliev_ers out there. They just find the
conservative bishops. Clﬂrent institution not fit for purpose.

Ten years lateRestoratioecame the official  Whatis the shape of future Christianity?
church policy with the election of John Paul Il. Synods and regional councils are institutional

By the end of the 1980s fault lines started 3JE€MPLS to address the challenge.
show in the church. You noticed them in the parish.A German synodal assembly seems to be making
The earliest pointer was a drop in Mass attendapkagress. The Commission of Bwe s hops
and affiliation. Adult parishioners in their day h&inferencesf theEuropeartnion (COMENCE)
found their social life in the parish. But, now, th& doing its own sogkarching on the problem. An
new generation found their social stimulus inAastralian Plenary Council is in preparation but
wider world. Once they reached adulthood, thggtting mixed support. Some, including many

dropped Mass. No longer compelled to set Bni s hop s, dondt want it.
example, their parents started to drift awaefforts which went nowhere, are cynical.
themselves. One hopeful sign is the emergence of small

As society became more secular, the Chugthups of welinformed Catholics with church
hierarchy grew more rilesistent and less pastorakenewal as their shared objective. They are not well
Rather than rdiscovering the core of the Jesuceived by the institutional leadership but are
message and -centextualizing it, the hierarchypersistent in their wish to-irevigorate Catholic
supported by revisionist Catholics, chose to st{cRristianity. They are active in synod and council
more tightly to their guns only to be left irrelevapteparations but do not rely on them for their
and increasingly alone. The bishop in mitre aluture. Groups of them meet regularly to remember
crosierd once an image of authorilypecame a and celebrate the Lord as the first followers did.

curio from the past. The institutional parish may have run its course,
The numbers tell the tale. Already by the time thigt the Christian spark is not extinguished. It is just
pandemic hit, Mass attendance had droppedtaking new forms.
about 10%. Catholic school enrolments are not as
solid. Locallporn clergy are dying out. Foreign _ o
priests are struggling. Parishes are being closed o ERIC HODGENS is a Catholic priest of Melbourne
amalgamated. The ranks of committed supporterlévmg in ret|rem<|anlt.. Th|s article was published on Pearls &
o Y T rritations - 2 October 2020
are ever thinning. The institutional decline is clear to
all.


https://johnmenadue.com/grieving-for-the-lost-parish-an-institution-on-its-knees/
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Parish Priest of Riverstone | experimented in
applying this experience to parish ministry, with
notable success.

The Role of the Priest

Eugene Stockton | propose that now the ideal is that the parish

community be run by the parishioners through an

he time has come for us priests tmvent elected Pastoral Council and Management Team.
ourselves. The Royal Commission into trﬁ?

. ather than heading the parish, the priest may rather
Sexual Abuse of Children has shown UPs8e himself as a missionary (as in parish missions or

cS;Iehn(;almCéJI':curE Ithat Ccarnip?nrréetsrate and cover derseas issions%ncoming in_to chaJIe;lge_F\nd stié, c
) tfe cd Png? St the' k?n&"d8m. He'i€ the

Wh a t anhSuficin
er (presbyter), disceming and ?ui_dingAt se
I

nothing is to acquiesce silently in what has 9QliEe E|
before. The Gospel | ”N&hé‘&ri o in pafish, coufistliing thode iff P

tRehpeent d};els rr]logtJ rie(;r:n brd?mttir(\“éldl;ffa;ysgz]genéea AT the .ﬁh\%tgtigno of th‘e communi'gy,. hi§

of heart and mind, opening up to what is nepartlcular task is teaching doctrlr_le and _admlnlsterlng

recognising the sigﬁs of the times the sacraments, v_vh_ere possml_e W|t_h the co

: operation of lay ministers. The ideal is that the

The shock of the Royal Commission is one sygérish, the local church, be the Body of Christ in

sign. So also the sad realisation that most Cathehizss place, with all its diverse members fully

have turned away from the Church, many blam#gercising the charisms imparted to them by the

the faults of priests: instances of clergy scandfly Spirit.

poor preaching and theology, seigneurial standing, . . o .

aloofness, consumerist Iifestyle. There is too ﬁﬁ] ENE STOCKTON |sa.ret|red.CathfoI|c pngstand archaeologist

sign of the shortage of vocations: if God is the One " the Blue Mountains region of New South Wales,

who calls, is the message to us now that a diffegant

kind of priest is called for. Or has the once no
ideal since lost its savour?

As seminarians we learnt that Ordinati
imprinted on the recipient a special character
mark which lasts forever. Some imagined this m
the priest ontologically distinct from others. He
the alter Christuspecial above the rest of humani
The adulation he received at Ordination
thereafter reinforced the difference. Distincti
attire, titles, abode added to his special standin
the Catholic community. The feudal structure of

parish in the diocese With regulations till we die. he
owing all egiance and 4§ D V €
and not to the Opeasa Teach us, O Lord, to reverence b h
Ieadership which holds back Ieadership amongj Committees more than commsense;
laity. The old image of the priest has been shatt Impress our minds to make no plan
by the recent revelations and now he is more o And pass the baby when we can.
the object of suspicion.

| experienced a different kind of priesting in And when the Tempter seems to give
involvement with urban Aborigines. The Aborigir Us feelings of initiative,
Catholic Ministry, modelled on local Aborigin Or when, alone, we go too far
Medical and Legal Services, was managed thr Recall us with a circular.
elected officers by the local indigenous Catho o
who might seek outside expertise (priests, religi Mid fire and tumult, war and storms,
for the services on offer. My designation W Sustain us, Blessed Lord, with forms,
changed from Chaplain to Priest Assistant to Thus may thy servants ever be
ACM. Personally my main objective was to fos A flock of perfect sheep for Thee.
Aboriginal |l eadershiop at e

The Bureaucrat's Prayer

source: Gideon Goosen: Clericalism

Although it is the prayer of the bureaucrat,
it could well be the prayer of the laity pre-Vatican Il

Oh, Thou, who seest all things below
Grant that thy servant may go slow;
That we may study to comply




12 ARCVoice—No. 79—December 2020

. . that have brought this about. One obvious one is
The Cath0||C ChUI'Ch that they have been neglected since Vatican II,
because of the |l acuna o

Who needS refOrm? programs, and perhaps too neglected in our current

focus of reform.

Gideon Goosen Antoni o Spadar o0s i1 ui
pontificate of Pope Francis is helpful in many ways.
It i s a great help 1 n un

church. Different people and differentapplying to everyone in the church. He is reluctant
reform groups, have their own take ofp move forward in synodality until there has been
what, or who, needs reform the most urgently.time for discernment. This explains why when he
must admit the recent article by Antonio Spadasecame pope he did not call for the resignation of

on Pope Francis has prompted me to think mofgose who opposed him but wanted to give all a
about ittl 1 would like to share some of thos&ime to discern.

thoughts with you.

I here are many aspects to reform in thg change or conversion. Francis sees conversion

The analogy that Francis used referring to his
On the personal level, reform in the churchethod, which caught my eye, was that of litmus
touches both the mind and the heart. On thgaper in a liquid. When the liquid is acid/alkaline
institutional level it concerns a very wide rangetRfoughout, the colour of the litmus paper will
aspects like doctrinal, moral, spiritual, liturgicghange either red or blue depending on its acidity or
structural and attitudinal. alkalinity. To artificially change the litmus paper is

Much of the effort of reform groups worldwidePointless. One has to wait for the whole liquid to
in recent times has been directed at the pofBange. To change to married pastors, to ordain
bi shops and o6the Vat i c¥men @ walome LGBHQ pesspng infopthe g
-makers. That is the politics of the issue. And waurch, will of itself not bring reform to the church.
can now, after the sexual abuse scandals, incfaf@nge has to permeate the whole church.

priests in that list. So it is with the Church. Francis wants the

Let us stand back for a moment, and take a logkirch to change. He rejects cutting off heads and
at the demographics underlying the whole questaking dictatorial changes because this will be
of church and reform. | have to speak to my owat/Perficial. Simply ordaining married men and
experience, conscious that others from different d4@men or making other structural changes will not,
groups, different cultures and different countri€d itself, bring conversion. So with synodality we
will have their own specific take on it. ThBave to be patient. But as the church is a human
percentage of those involved in reform groups §fganization it will always fall short of the ideal.
Australia (and NZ?) is, at a guess, about 5% or |E4gtory shows that sometimes those who cannot
In the church the hierarchy is less than 1%. THAange, or who disagree with authority, will form
leaves about 90% of the church to think about. AReir own church. Two classic historical examples
unspecified percentage of these are older : The Old _Cathollc C_:hur_ch, formed after Vatican
Vatican thinking and acting people who have h@nd the Society of Saint Pius X (SSPX) founded by
interest in changing themselves and no interestMarcel Lebebvre in 1970, after Vatican Il. Yet the
the topic of changes in the church. And in thefléal that we wait until all are aboard remains
case, change might be impossible, so they @iifactive, even if humanly unattainable.

probably go to their graves with their current beliefs My point is that any reform group should turn
and practices. some significant attention to the -48% of

The rest, perhaps 46% might change howparishioners who might change if things were
they think and what they do, if they were gi\,&q(plalned to them. Perhaps reform groups have

good reasons to do so. There are many influentR&ised too narrowly on the hierarchy and neglected
the laity. 1 have always felt that changing the

hierarchy is going to be a huge challenge, but an
[l Antonio Spadaro SJ ‘Francis’ Government: What is the driving even greater challenge might well be changing the

force of his pontificate?’, La Civilta Cattolica, laciviltacattolica.com passivity _Of the |aity_- The image of trying t(? quickly
September 2020. turn an aircraft carrier around comes to mind. The



https://johnmenadue.com/the-catholic-church-who-needs-reform/#_ftn1
https://johnmenadue.com/the-catholic-church-who-needs-reform/#_ftnref1
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laity, after all, have been told for centuries that thé&fhile certainly not giving up on approaching our
job is to o6pray, pay dishdps webnrst Becomeéproactiva m thisgs weecann
has expressed it: t h e dolatgarishyor dibcasarelevelse en O par ke

centuries. Having said that, we are impatient beings. We
My gut feeling is that we have neglected them.liBg in a world where change is happening more
our words and actions we could try tonient the quickly than in other eras. We are reluctant to wait
parish to what is essential. This would be conversoilessly for bishops to act. There is an episcopal
from the ground up. There is little to stop us doingertia that infuriates all. We all know examples of
this now, not waiting for the Plenary Council dhis.
other events. We can appreciate that a synod is not a political
Francis has given us all the information on thadrliament and that discernment is necessary. For
score: Return to the gospels and modify structueesh person to make a speech promoting his/her
that block a return to the gospelBvangelii point of view can mean that neither side is listening
Gaudiujn Take time to prepare liturgies, introdude the other. | think this is what Francis meant when
bible studies, form book clubs on spiritual readitg, said there was no discernment at the synod on
form meditation groups, form groups that visit ttbe Amazon regarding the ordination of married
sick, and imprisoned, invite people to discussimen.
grlc()ups on burning ISSUes and current church 'SS“.e?ln short, we must keep pressure on the hierarchy
take action regarding refugees and other Soghﬁ simultaneously attend to our own conversion
{cﬁjnsgﬁ;;fsgse;écﬁeggl;alg;er?slhayI_\E’;cépc’lte C'?e(Jr:(CZﬁtser A8 that of the laity around us. Reform is more than
what we say and do, ar::pgﬁtlcg’gllsIPCIUSnIVSCOB\/ﬁrSelon'é Fat her & .
are all things that could be done locally with or
without the pastor. This will turn the litmus paper. 5 peoN GOOSEN is a Sydney-based theologian and

The problem is that today we tend to sit bachkuthor. His latest book is Clericalism: Stories from the
and wait for others (bishops) to take actions becausews (Melbourne: Coventry Press, 2020). He is a
that is the clerical way we have been brought up. member of the ARC Secretariat.
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More scandals at the

Vatican
Keith Suter

he Roman Catholic ?'E
oldest continuous political institution. It ha§ o

often been surrounded by scandals apdt

allegations.

ARCVoice—No. 79—December 2020

investment). He also help
finance t he E I
Ma n 0 -pib inmvie which
celebrated values that are cont
to traditional Catholic teaching.

Investigations in the last fe
days have now allegedly shown
a sum of 700,000 Euros (over A$1l
ion) went fram the t\/%ican to Australia.. Who

W EY e st (R pdPTE80er ¢
ceived any help from B
The wvictimds solicit
the money. Where did the money go? Did it go to

The Italian media are now following a tangledme of the witnesses? For what purpose?
controversy which also oddsseantbdpb ih2od ré b wénd

George Pell. Pell is the most senior Catholic Cl%r\iﬁare
charged with child sex offences. He has since b@ean

cleared and has returned to Rome.

of various allegations concerning the
ticands finances and
people. He has tried to set an example of humble

The allegations in recent days do not involling but most Vatican officials continue to live well
child sex allegations but are about the manetheir princely mansions.

traditional financial scandals.
Pell in this context is seen =<
more of a hero being treate
badly by the
stated cover.i
misdeeds.

Italian media are current
reporting on Cardina
Giovanni Bec
financial misdeeds. Becc
was a rival to Pell, wh
apparently was investigati
Vatican financial misdeel
before being summoned ba
to Melbourne in 2017 for th
alleged sex offences hearin <&
With the legal proceeding>
out of the way, Pell is now
back in Rome.

The Italian media are fascinated by alle
financial misdeeds committed by Becciu. Ove
millennium ago in AD1031, Angbaxon England
mo n e
projects: the Peteros

began <collecting

APPROACHING THE IDNeeP Sinie’ Rooud ...

His predecessor Benedict
began the work of sorting
out the Vaticar

ut he mysteriously suddenly
quit office before that work
(and other investigations)
could be completed.

Pell was appointed to clean
up the Vaticanod:
soon ran up against Vatican
officialsdt he ©6deep s
who were allegedly
mishandling funds, including
Peterds Pence.

AN #Dlﬂché O el M“__)

>l/Jse (?f tcr)uer moqe)ﬁcgntinlﬂes

Cardinal Becciu was

effectively sacked by the

Pope last month. Becciu gets

to keep his red hat and title but has no role now in

administration. By retaining his cardinal status
eit in reduced status) he cannot be called before

aff Italian criminal court. The investigations into his

Opeds <charite
Pleec eV e tuincda n [ hta si swhaaltl epgoe

recent years, the fund has been used to help finariber words the current allegations are similar to

t he Vaticanos
budget) rather than helping the needy.

oper at i preyiousajlegadions e s

(bal ancing

Cardinal Becciu is alleged to have provided SOmgg ety SUTER s a futurist, thought leader and
funds to his three brothers and to have madenegia personality in the areas of social policy and
unwise investments. Becciu lost money investing ifyreign affairs. He is a prolific and well-respected writer

luxury property in Chelsea, London (thoughand social commentator appearing on radio and
property consultants did very well from the dud television most weeks. He is a member of ARC.
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Puhlication date

Clericalism 9th Nov 2020
Stories from the Pews — a workbook for the Parishes

Clericalism: Stories From The Pews records Catholic’s experiences of clericalism and
responds to those encounters in the light of the Gospel witness, the nature of priesthood,
the documents of the Second Vatican Council, and the constant teaching of Pope Francis. It
also explores issues such as seminary formation, appointment of bishops and attitudes to
women in church.

Clericalism is a workbook for parishes where priests and people together can consider the
mission and structure of the church and plan for ways in which grown up Catholics can be
formed as Christian disciples with adult faith and integrity.

On the eve of the Plenary Council of the Australian Church, his book could not be more
timely. -John D’Arcy May

Firmly grounded in Catholic theology and history, this is an authoritative call to action for
the elimination of what Pope Francis terms ‘an ugly perversion.” - Trish Hindmarsh

Gideon Goosen holds doctorates in philosophy and theology and lives in the Blue Mountain
near Sydney. He is the author of many books and articles and has taught ’
theology for over thirty years at Australian Catholic University,Trinity :
College Dublin and many other institutions. His two most recent books

Clericalism ol ; 5
Stories from the Pews — are, Hyphenated Christians (Peter Lang, 2013), and Saving Catholics
a workbook for the Parishes (Morning Star, 2018). He is a member of Australian Reforming Catholics
Gideon Goosen and served on the NSW Ecumenical Council for many years.
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bank and let us know)

Donation (always welcome) §............

TOTALS ............

Would you like to share in the work for ARC in any way? circle: YES / NO
If YES, please let us know what you would want to do.

Send to ARC c/- Rob Brian 28 Lancaster Road, DOVER HEIGHTS, New South Wales 2030
Tel: 0293718519 e-mail:ir ober t bri an@gmail . com
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