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Message from the Secretariat

ith Jesus always in our hcarts, let us briefly meet

CC together in this issue of ARCvoice to consider in

turn: a little Housekeeping; our Parish Project; Faith and
Ecology.

Housekeeping: The great dancer, Margot Fonteyn, once
revealed that, with respect to her work, she had two rules:
first, that her audience deserved that she always give of
her best and, second, that she never revealed the cost.
This, of course, is specific to the performing arts but it
can be applied wherever a larger number is enjoying the
endeavours of the few Tt is also a fact that where an
obviously needed new enterprise is coming into existence
the cost is great on those initiating it. This cost is threefold,
consuming all of time, energy and money. Itis borne gladly
because those involved are generally passionate abour it.
But as with the dancer, there is a limit to what one can
give.

Australian Reforming Catholics had to come into
existence. ‘I'he Spitit is moving among the grassroots
everywhere. National reforming associations have long
existed in the Ameticas and in Hurope. 1t is beholden on
Australian Catholics to converse with and about Jesus, to
te-examine his life and dmes in the light of the huge
increase in knowledge available to us today. It is beholden
on Australian Catholics to take a good look at themselves
and at the Church to which they have given their allegiance.
Itis beholden on Australian Catholics to give out of their
OWn unique experience and out of whar this great big
land might say to us.

——

- Dear friends, this is all leading up to the fact that
We need your moncy! The yearly fee is $30 (concession
; 20). The financial vear is July-June. If you ate already
:elnbets (or subscrilers) and have not yet done so, do
lt‘-ase renew your membership TODAY! I you are not
€ady members do please give it serious thought. We
v.e been sending 4R Crosces to people we thought might
3 _ec’-:::lr)cst.ed- Those in that calegory wiu r.eceive tl.]E
A erissue but from then on we shall limit the mail-
L0 members (subscribers).

Parish PI’OjECl: Under the inspiration and drive of Ted
Lambert, and concurrently with this publication, ARC is
recommending (o parishes around Ausltralia that:

1) all Catholics use and foster inclusive language
in public and private worship and conversation;

2) at the Sunday Liturgics individual parishioners
be admitted to the pulpit after the priest or
deacon has given the homily to comment, add
to or otherwise augment the word

Accompanying these recommendations ate some brief
reasons. Inclusive language hardly needs any because
society in general is very aware of the need for it and,
indeed, so do many parishes. However, ARC does stress
also that God is without gender and that language referring
to God should reflect this. Concerning the recommen-
dation that Church members be given the opportunity to
articulate their faith, ARC points out that considerable
sacrifices have been made to educate Catholics in the Faith
but that this knowledge, and that gained from life
experiences, is then let wither on the vine.

Faith and Ecology: Several ARC members attended the
Interfaith Forum on Ecology held at the ACU Strathfield
campus in Sydney in June. It was an extremely enriching
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experience and very encouraging because of the degree
of consensus about humans’ responsibility for the earth.
Also encouraging is the fact that the Australian Catholic
hierarchy has now officially recognised this. In 2002 the
Catholic Conference of Australian Bishops created
Catholic Earthcare Australia. ARC welcomes and heartily
supports this initative. CEA has metmnbers of an Advisory
Council in each state. Its office is at: ‘

19 Mackenzie St North Sydney 2060

phone 02 9956 5800

website www catholicearthcarcoz.nel.
Col Brown is the Exccutive. We wish also to endorse the
work being done by the Columbans’ Peace, Fcology and
Justice Centre which was responsible for the above-
mentioned Forum. Tts website is www.columban.org.au

Dear friends, we also need your aclive participation,
particularly in the formation of Chapters. The only
criterion is that all participants should be members of
ARC. Moral support is all that some people arc able o
give and we welcome that and respect it. However, where
you feel the slightest movement towards a creative idea
pleasc run with it. If you can, encourage like-minded
people to form a Chapter with you. Eugene Stockron, a
retired priest now living in Lawson in the Blue Mountains,
is keen to explore Mysticism in our time. If word could
get around and acted upon a new and helpful
understanding of Mysticism could be developed. We can
all be performers if we are passionately Christian and we
can all be the audience to the ideas of others. Then we
shall be as perfect as we can be and the cost will be as
nothing,

Barbara Cansploel

PS In the June issue you were
introduced to ITerman the
Homuncle. We have found a
picture of him for you!

Source; Helen A Curtis Biology 4th Edition (New York:
Worth Publishers Inc., 1985).

Quotable Quotes

The people do not listen to me!
(Complainl by Carcinal Ad Simonis, Archbishop of Utrecht)

When 2 man stands behind the altar, the man changes.

When a woman stands behind the altar, the altar changes.
(Achiz Mei Past Teb 2003)

WHOOPS!

After six dOL‘S
all was made (except
huwmang) and God saw

~@ thot it wos

i very qood/
\

A few days after
that God realized
that huwons had been
a wmistake bl o
it was too late, _©
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Catholic Faith and Ecology

Charles Rue

Fr Rue speaks about how his faith deepened as his nsights into ecology developed
and how St Columban’ Mission Society is working fo make environmental issues
maipistream in the church

1 the last 30 or 40 years there have been many major
Ichanges with the Church and in our faith. The emphasis
has moved {rom the catechism to Scripture; we have a
greater appreciation of the role of the Holy Spiritin our
faith journey. The focus has moved from the Church itself
to its service in the coming of God’s Kingdom. These
and other changes are major shifts. Another important
shift that has emerged in the last 20 years is the connection
between ccological insights and our faith.

Over the past 15 years, The Far East has presented what
might be called some Greenie type articles about farm
cooperatives in the Philippines such as those producing
worms as an alternative source of fertliser, about setting
up marinc parks in Jamaica to preserve fish stocks, on
growing trees to counler salinity problems in Pakistan,
about devotion to Mary as Mother of the Harth and other

[ similar articles.

In 1990 Pope John Paul II published his New Year
message on the environment entided Peace with God the
Creator, Peace with all of Creation. He said, Faced with the
widespread destruction of the environment, people
everywhere are coming to understand that we cannot
continue to use the goods of the earth as we have in the
past ... a “cosmos” endowed with ils own integrity, its
own internal dynamic balance. This order must be
respected . .. The ecological crisis reveals the urgent moral
need for a new solidarity ... St Francis invited all of
creation - animals, plants, natural forces, even Brother Sun
“and Sister Moon - to give honour and praise to the Lord

It is my hope that the inspiraton of St Francis will
help us to keep ever alive a sense of ‘fraternity’ with all
the good and beautiful things which Almighty God has
created’

The Pope writes on both morality and spirituality,
"Momhly invites us not only to use the land wisely for this
generation and generations to come, but also respect it

S50 3 onea‘y in A//.\tm/zd and l\muf er//md and s a m»m//er
ol D . .

Of the Peace, Ecology and Justice Centre at the Colsmban Mission
Wistitute, North Turramurra. wwicobumban.org.an.

for its own sake as a gift of God. Older farmers said,
“look after the land and the land will look after you™
Spiritualily and the scripture readings at Mass invite us to
be humble, to meditate on our intimate connection with
all of creation as creatures ourselves, ‘to forge a new
solidarity” as the Pope says; ‘a communion with God’s
creatures’ as St Francis says. We all know the doctrine of
the Incarnation that God is revealed to us through Jesus
taking on flesh. The earth and all its creatures are an
extension of that revelation and help mediate our spiritual
connection with God.

Tt is in this context of morality and spirituality that the
Columban society committed itself to help make
ecological issues mainstream in the Church. Our starting
point was concetn for the poor. They always suffer first
if there is an ccological disaster. I know from my
inissionary expetience in Jamaica that wealthy people could
buy their own electtic generator and warcr filtration plant
to protect themselves but poor people could not afford
these luxuries. The Columbans have grown in their
understating of these expetiences so that care for the carth
is part of our missionary message.

At a personal level, I am convinced of the importlance
of ecological insights to our Catholic faith from my own
expetience, not just because someonce clse says so.

T was brought up on a farm at Canowindra, NSW. Tt
was a time of rabbit plagues when you could round them
up like sheep. It was also the time of pasture improvement
and contour banks. For me as a farmer I saw examples of
good farmers and mismanaged farms. Life on the farm
also brought expetiences of God for me. I remember
ploughing at night, not another person within cooee, the
stars so bright I felt I could reach out and touch them
and, most of all, the smell of the newly ploughed earth. 1
had a closeness with the carth and it was some sort of
spiritual experience of God’s presence.

After working as a missionary in Korea {or many years
I visited some of our Columban pricsts in the Philippines
and saw first-hand the dire results of clear-felling the
forests on the land and the people. Farmers in the
mountaing lost their homes and fishermen downstream
lost their livelihood as silt killed the reefs.

I then arrived back in Canowindra to discover agro-
business firms had taken over many of the farms. T saw
the deforestation on the slopes of Mt Canoblas; a new



ARCvoice - No.9 - September Jgp:

LU0

gold mine was filling up dams with cyanide waste and
salinity was eating away at the edges of roads. I discovered
that Australian cnvironmental practices wete no better

than the Philippines.

Building on Sheep, Wool and Pasture studies T did as a'
youth, I went to Macquarie University and did a Masters
in Environmental Planning. I wanted to have some more
background in the area and did not want to be wrilten
off as another ‘do-gooder’ priest.

I believe a good starting point is to think about
environmental issues in terms of Good News. Feological
insights invite us to change the way we use the earth’s
resources and to widen our belicf. Tt is not that we started
out to exploit the earth out of spite or ill will. Most people
thought they were doing the right thing. Now, science tells
us differently.

T come back to the central message of Christianity, Good
News. Jesus came that we have life and have it to the full.
God is on our side. Ile is not trying to catch us out. So
when we are asked to begin making connections between
ecology and our faith, it is nol meant to be a burden or
another obligation we have to carry out. Let’s think of it
in terms of Good News.

It is not easy to change our ideas and our ways. A few
years ago Columban I'r Brian Gore was verbally abused
by a union leader for speaking against the destruction of
old growth forests in Gippsland when he said, ‘God was
the first genuine Greenie’. The union official said that
jobs were the only thing that mattered. The relationship
between jobs and the environment is more complicated
than that. T'here is a whole bag of rights and justices
involved. While we remain sensitive Lo the hurt of people
caught up in changes we need to care for the earth and, as
the Pope says, “There are tmes to change’.

I would recommend two things. Firstly, to get involved
with an environmental group, and secondly, get together
with a group of Catholics to make conncections between
environmental issues and our faith.

I have been involved in an environmental group,
Tandcare, for several years. Tt is a great movement where
groups of farmers and concerned citizens work together

to face ecological problems which cut across their fepeq
lines. Those involved show courage by doing this just whey
farm incomes are declining, but the results ate worthwhj]
Community spirit is built up in places where it is dying
‘This is a sign of hope at a practical level. When we M
involved with a group like Landcare, Ocean Watch or Bugh
Re-Generation, bit-by-bit we increase our knowledge
ecological issues as the group progresses.

As Catholics, we also have something to offer. T haye
taken the opportunity to meet with other Catholics, nog
only to tease out the implications of ecological insights
for us but also to discover what we can offer the
environmental movement. Ia the long run, environmental
groups nced a moral and spiritual basis for thei;
judgements and we can join with them in discovering what
is nceded.

In 2002 our Carhohe Bishops launched Catholic FHartheare
Australa. They indicated its importance by giving it equal:
status with Caritus. They connected the cry of the poor
with the cry of the land.

I believe that we will benefit from making environmental
issues mainstream within the Church. We will not only
broaden our practice of morality and spirituality but we
can bting new direction and new energy to our chutch
communities. The Columbans ran an Interfaith Forum:
on ecology in Sydney in June 2003. The response of
Aboriginal, Buddhist, Catholic, Hindu, Islamic, Jewish and
Uniting Church people was the focus of the meeting. They
explored how they could cooperate to offer motivation
to care for the earth and have their own faith grow in the
process. There will always be difficulties and opposition,
even from chuich people, butas in all our church activities,
let’s put it in the context of Good News. God is blessing
us and inviting us to find new ways of knowing God and
serving our ncighbour. It’s up to us to choose. But when
we choose to do it, the Spirit is by our side trusting us,
and we discover God in new ways. Tt is exciting: Itis Good
News. =

Printed with kind permission of
The Far East Columban magazine
August 2003
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Eremos Institute presents

Bishop Spong Returns

This event will be held at 7:30 pm on Wednesday 15 October 2003 in the Greenhalgh Auditorium, UTS, Kuring-gai
Campus, Eton Road, Lindfield.Cost: $15 if purchased by 1 October or $20 at the docr. NOTE: Please post or fax your
registration for Spong. Phone bookings not accepted. All sales are final for Spong fickets. No refunds for cancellation.

In what may be his last visit to Australia, Bishop Spong will present his vision of Christianity that is inclusive, dynamic and
vibrant and addresses the issues concerning people today.
Eremos Institute 16 Masons Drive North Parramatia 2151
Tel (02) 9683-5096 Fax {02) 9683-6517 e-mail: eremos@accsoft.com.au
Message bank available 24 hours a day

L—-_---_—
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Have your say!

ARCVoice is a report of news, opinion and
reflection on the renewal and reform currently

experenced in the Catholic church.

Your contributions, letters, articles or comments are
most welcome (maximum length:
articles 700 wozds, letters 100 words)

The opinions expressed do not necessarily represent
those of the Editor (Margaret Knowlden) nor of ARC

Plcase send marerial ro:
Australian Reforming Catholics
BOX 228 Avalon NSW 2107
OR (preferably) email: knowlden1@higpond.com
Tel/Fax: (02) 9449 7275

Interim Secretariat

Barbara Campbell rel/fax: 02 9918 8892
Paul Denny tel: 03 5174 0741

barcam| @ bigpond.com.au
chewyd

tel: 02 9449 7275 fax: 02 9449 5017
igpond.com.au

Ted Lambert tel/fax 08 8287 6338  lambert(@ chariot.net.au
Margaret Mclellan tel 02 4954 8613
Patricia Ryan tel: 07 3374 1660  patriciaryan @ hotmail.com
Jim Taverne tel: 02 9449 2923 jtaverne @ ozemail.com.au

tpg.com.au

Margaret Knowlden
knowl

Eremos Institute Bookshop

Eremos Institute Bookshop is a good resource for
many of the books mentioned in our publication,
They often stock titles (or are able to get them in for
you) such as Rome Has Spoken and John
Wijngaards' No Women in Holy Orders.
Order by phone, email, fax or post from: Eremas Institute
16 Masons Drive, North Parramatta 2151.
Tel: (02) 9683 5096, Fax: (02) 9683 6617
email: eremos@accsoft.com.au
website: www.eremos.org.au

December 2002

Proceedings of Inaugural Conference of
Australian Reforming Catholics

“Conversations around Jesus Christ our Friend”

Available from:
Australian Reforming Catholics
Box 228 AVALON NSW 2107

Send cheque for $7.50 (including postage & handling)
with name and address for delivery

ARC Occasional Papers No.l |

g MEMBERSHIP
Q““’%Q Subscription: ~ $30 p.a. (concession: $20)
@@\\S Period: Year beginning | July 2003 (those joining now will be covered until 30.6.2004)
Renewal [ ] New Member [ |
Name: Tel )
Address: Fax
Post Code ~ Email

Donations will always be welcome.
Amount enclosed $

Yes, | wish to become a member of ARC

Please send me an ARC brochure

]

(NOTE: Those who do not wish to be listed as Members will pay the same and be noted in our files as ‘Subscribers’)
Send to: Australian Reforming Catholics, Box 228  AVALON NSW 2107



